
 

         Agenda Item:  13. 

 

MEMORANDUM  
 

TO THE BOARD: 

 

SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report 

 

DATE:  January 11, 2012 

 

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager 

 

 

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT:  The I&E Report detailing Information and 

Education activities for the month of December 2011, is attached for your review. 

 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  

 

1.  The District received a thank you from Nebraska Strong: Flood Recovery Project 

commenting on the hard work and support given by Marlin Petermann and Lori Laster for 

the floodway buyout program, and their professional interaction with flood victims during 

this stressful time. 

 

2.  The General Manager was given an email from District staff in regards to his personal 

achievements from utilizing the District’s Wellness Program.  The email is attached.  

 

3.  Update on Floodway Buyout Program. 

 

4.  Update on Army Corps of Engineers and NRD plans for the Missouri River (Japp). 

  

https://www.facebook.com/OmahaUSACE 

 

http://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/pdfs/finalAOP2011-2012.pdf 

 

 

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a 

report indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases 

from the month of December, 2011.  Please review this report and contact me if you have any 

questions. 
 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached 

is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of 

December 14, 2011.  I would ask each Director to review this listing.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 



 

E. NEBRASKA UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE – FIRST SESSION HEARING 

SCHEDULE: The Interim Hearing Schedules of the Nebraska Unicameral are attached. 

 

1.  LB 732 (Mello) CITY TRAILS: is a bill to provide procedures for the use of eminent 

domain by cities and villages for trails by providing a super-majority affirmative vote 

(67%) for a city or village to authorize the use of eminent domain to establish a 

recreational trail.  The bill also outlines several procedures for cities and villages to 

follow for establishing a trail, including but not limited to alternate route options, 

landowner notification, public notices and public hearings. 

 

2.  LB 931 – Change provisions relating to flood protection and water quality 

enhancement bonds. Current law allows a county board to pass a resolution opposing 

construction of a reservoir, water quality basin projects or projects greater than 20 acres 

within its exclusive zoning jurisdiction. The bill eliminates the term "exclusive". 

The term exclusive was placed in the original language to prevent one zoning authority 

from having veto power over another zoning authority. An example would be Douglas 

County voting against a structure that was supported by the City of Omaha. (Karpisek). 

 

F. NEWS CLIPS: 

 

 December 6, 2011, Lincoln Journal Star article, More trouble with Lincoln-Omaha trail 

 December 13, 2011, Omaha World Herald article, Corps short of levee repair funds 

 December 13, 2011, Lincoln Journal Star editorial, Close the Lincoln-Omaha trail gap 

 December 21, 2011, Omaha World Herald article, Panel: Corps did all it could in face of 

flooding 

 December 29, 2011, Omaha World Herald article, Money to repair levees will flow 

 January 3, 2012, Omaha World Herald article, Bluffs buyouts draw Bellevue ire 
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